A Marian Pilgrimage to

FRANCE, SPAIN
AND PORTUGAL
Stephen J. Binz – Pilgrimage Leader
Fr. Charles Landry – Spiritual Director

12 Days

May 3-14, 2019

We share your faith

For More Information Contact:
Select International Tours
800-842-4842 susan@select-intl.com
selectinternationaltours.com

WHAT’S THE
COST?

Land and Air from Houston,
Chicago or New York

$4195.00
Land Only

$3395.00

Single Supplement

$695.00

Prices are valid only if the deposit is
received no later than January 21, 2019
Final payment due March 3, 2019

ITINERARY
Friday, May 3, Day 1 – DEPART USA

Depart on an overnight flight from Houston, Chicago or New York to Toulouse. Dinner and
breakfast are served on the plane.

Saturday, May 4, Day 2 – LOURDES

Welcome to France. We arrive in Toulouse where we are greeted by our English-speaking
tour manager. We will board our deluxe motor coach and head for Lourdes. Nestled in
the mountains stands picturesque Lourdes, the birthplace of St. Bernadette to whom Our
Lady appeared in 1858 near the Grotto of Massabielle. Upon arrival we celebrate Mass at
the Grotto. Overnight in Lourdes. (D)

Sunday, May 5, Day 3 – LOURDES

After breakfast in Lourdes you will have an opportunity to: celebrate Mass, watch a video
presentation telling the story of Lourdes, and walk in the footsteps of St. Bernadette. See
Boly Mill where St. Bernadette was born, and the “Cachot,” an abandoned prison where
St. Bernadette’s impoverished family lived. Join your prayers with those of pilgrims from
around the world as you pray for the sick, drink water from the miraculous spring or submerge yourself in the healing baths. Experience Christ’s love as you walk the life-sized
Stations of the Cross overlooking the holy Grotto. Kneel in the chapel built on the very
rock of the Grotto, in obedience to the request of the “Immaculate Conception.” In the
evening you are free to join in the Blessed Sacrament Procession. Dinner and overnight
in Lourdes. (B, D)

Monday, May 6, Day 4 – BURGOS

After breakfast, we depart from Lourdes and travel to Burgos, crossing the border into
Spain. We visit the magnificent Cathedral of Burgos, a Gothic structure and UNESCO
World Heritage Site. The church was begun in 1221, built in the High Gothic style, and
dedicated to the Virgin Mary. In the top of the three-storied façade is a statue of the Virgin Mary, crowned with the words carved in stone: PULCHRA ES ET DECORA (“Beautiful
art Thou, and graceful”). We will explore the cathedral, see the octagonal Chapel of the
Condestable, and celebrate Mass. Overnight in Burgos. (B, D)

Tuesday, May 7, Day 5 – SEGOVIA – AVILA

We check out of our hotel, board our motor coach and head to Avila to see the magnificent
walled city dedicated to St. Teresa of Avila. Enroute we stop at Segovia, the city of St. John
of the Cross, one of the great Catholic mystics. Here we visit the chapel of St. John in the
Cathedral, the Carmelite Convent of San José, and the Carmelite Friary, where we contemplate his sepulcher. We celebrate Mass and view the famous Roman aqueduct. Arrive in
Avila in time for dinner and an overnight. (B, D)

Wednesday, May 8, DAY 6 – AVILA

Here the atmosphere has changed very little since the days of St. Teresa, to whom the city
is dedicated. St. Teresa the great mystic, was the first woman to be named a Doctor of the
Church. We will visit: the crypt of La Santa Convent, built on the site of the house where
she was born; La Encarnacion Convent, where St. Teresa became a nun and home to the
most comprehensive museum dedicated to her life; the Cathedral and the Cuatro Postes
(four columns) which commemorates St. Teresa. At the age of seven she convinced her
brother to run away with her to die as martyrs in the land of the Moors. The uncle caught
them at this site, Cuatro Postes, and returned them home. We celebrate Mass in Avila and
have time at leisure to explore the city on our own. Dinner and overnight in Avila. (B, D)

Thursday, May 9, DAY 7 – ALBA DE TORMES –
SANTIAGO DE COMPOSTELA

This morning we continue the route of St. Teresa to Alba de Tormes. Here we will visit the
Saint’s well-preserved body in the Carmelite Convent and celebrate Mass. We then depart
for O Cebreiro, the first Galician village on the Pilgrim’s Way to Santiago. We visit Santa

YOUR COMPREHENSIVE
TOUR INCLUDES

María la Real, a pre-Romanesque church, the oldest on the entire French Road of the Camino de Santiago. It is renowned for its Holy Grail and the eucharistic miracle that occurred
there. We continue on our way to Santiago de Compostela, while admiring the charming
Galician countryside. Overnight in Santiago. (B, D)

Friday, May 10, DAY 8 – SANTIAGO DE COMPOSTELA

All roads lead to Santiago, one of the greatest pilgrimage centers in the world. This morning
you see the Cathedral built in honor of St. James, the first pilgrim, where we celebrate Mass.
Visit the tomb of the Apostle and his disciples St. Theodore and St. Athanasius. St. James
was given the task of spreading Christianity in distant Hispanic lands. Also see the Church of
San Francisco, built in honor of St. Francis of Assisi, after his pilgrimage to the area. In the
afternoon you have time to explore the city and shop in the local stores. Dinner on your own.
Overnight Santiago. (B)

Saturday, May 11, DAY 9 – PONTEVEDRA – PORTO – FATIMA

Early this morning, we depart for Fatima. En route we stop in Pontevedra, a city on the
Portugese Road of the Camino de Santiago. Here we visit the pilgrimage church, “Igrexa
da Virxe Peregrina,” with its distinctive scallop-shaped floor plan and a statue of the Virgin
Mary dressed as a pilgrim above the altar. We also visit the Santa María la Mayor Basilica,
the largest Marian Shrine in Spain. Stop in Porto for lunch and tasting of their famous Port
wines. We tour a local facility and learn how this precious liquor is made. We arrive in Fatima
in time to settle into our hotel, visit the Basilica where we celebrate Mass, and join in the
evening activities at the shrine. Overnight in Fatima. (B, D)

Sunday, May 12, Day 10 – FATIMA

We celebrate Mass at the Little Chapel of Apparitions followed by a visit to the Basilica and
the tombs of Francisco, Jacinta, and Lucia. Visit the hamlet of Aljustrel, where the children
lived, and Valinhos, site of our Lady’s appearance. In the afternoon pray the stations of the
Via Sacra. This evening, join the spectacular Candlelight Procession for the vigil of the Feast
of Our Lady of Fatima. Overnight in Fatima. (B, D)

Monday, May 13, DAY 11 – FATIMA – FEAST DAY OF OUR LADY OF
FATIMA – LISBON

On this Feast of Our Lady and the anniversary of Mary’s first appearance, we participate in
all the activities pertaining to Our Lady of Fatima. Mass will be celebrated. In the afternoon,
we depart for Lisbon where we have a panoramic city tour. Tonight we have a farewell dinner with wine in a local restaurant where we enjoy listening to the soulful music of Portugal
called Fado. (B, Special dinner)

Tuesday, May 14, DAY 12 – RETURN TO USA

After breakfast we are transferred to the airport for our flight home. (B)

•R
 ound trip airfare from Houston,
Chicago or New York to Tolouse and
Lisbon to Houston, Chicago or
New York
•A
 irline surcharges, fuel and airport
taxes are subject to change until the
time of ticketing
•A
 ccommodations in first class hotels
•O
 pen hot buffet breakfast daily
•D
 inners as per the itinerary
•F
 arewell dinner in a local restaurant
with wine
•B
 everages are not included unless
specified
•P
 rivate Air-conditioned motor coach
•E
 nglish-speaking tour manager
•A
 ll admission charges as per the
itinerary
•B
 aggage handling for one suitcase per
person only included at the hotels
•P
 arking fees for motor coaches
• L ocal hotel taxes
•S
 elect International Tours Travel
Portfolio
•C
 onfirmation of Daily Mass
RATES DO NOT INCLUDE
•P
 ersonal expenses
• T ravel protection - optional and highly
encouraged
• Medical insurance
•A
 ny items not specifically mentioned
in the listed inclusions
•B
 everages at meals unless otherwise
noted
•G
 ratuities for the guide(s), driver
and hotel staff (please refer to the
suggestions we will make available to
you). For restaurant meals, we recommend a tip of $2.00 per person per
day. For extra luggage, please tip
$1.00 per person per bag.
•C
 hurch donations
BAGGAGE CHARGES NOT INCLUDED
IN TRIP COST
•A
 ny airline baggage charges.
•B
 aggage handling at train stations,
airports, and hotels in excess of one
suitcase per person.
•A
 ny charges incurred due to excessive luggage including the cost of an
additional baggage vehicle or portage
charges.

Important information regarding your trip:
Group Air:
Select International Tours is a tour company that specializes in group travel. A group is ten or more people traveling together. For each group we negotiate and secure group air contracts with all major airlines departing from the
designated airport. This enables us to keep all passengers within a group traveling together, in most cases utilizing
best air rates.
Group air contracts differ from individually purchased airline tickets in many ways. When group air contracts
are negotiated, we deposit a certain number of seats to hold the space and GTD the rate. Unused seats must be
released at least 90 days prior to departure to avoid a $ 100.00 per unused seat penalty.
It is important to receive your registration by the deadline stated on the flyer. Once the seats are released back to
the airlines, we may be able to accommodate passengers at a different air rate or on a different airline.
Group air contracts limit types of deviations allowed and in some cases issuing tickets at individual rates may be
necessary. Individual rates & reservations are not GTD until the tickets are issued. In order to issue an individual
ticket we must receive full payment. Taxes and fuel costs are subject to change until the tickets are issued.
Domestic add-on tickets:
We can assist you with domestic air to connect with our international group air if you wish. Indicate on the registration form which airport you wish us to research air from. We are not responsible for fees or charges incurred
in case dates change or the trip is cancelled. However, when buying a domestic add-on ticket through Select we
may be able to assist in case of changes.
We will provide you with best schedule to connect with the flight (we are not able to help you with tickets that
do not connect directly to the international flight) and the best price we can offer. Our information will be sent to
you by e-mail. We require an acceptance within 24 hours of our offer along with full payment otherwise the rate
is subject to change based on availability. We cannot quote any domestic air requests more than twice.
Business Class and Economy Plus Seats:
We are happy to assist you with business class and economy plus seats. Passengers must be registered on one of
our trips to receive a quote. We will quote the available rate which is subject to change until we receive payment
to purchase the seats. Usually Economy Plus Seats require the group tickets to be issued before the ability to upgrade.

Passport and Visa information:
All airlines require us to submit valid passport information including full name (first, middle and last), date of
birth, gender, country, in which your passport has been issued and passport expiration date. To ensure that we
can provide this information accurately, we require a photo copy of each person’s passport traveling on each tour.
Your passport must be valid 6 months from the trip return date. It is the passenger’s responsibility to check if visas
are required for the destinations visited and to obtain any necessary travel documents. Select International Tours
does not provide information or assistance about passports or visa requirements.
Frequent Flyer Numbers:
Select International cannot assist if you wish to reserve air using FF miles. We can update your record with
Frequent Flyer #’s only if you note the number on the registration form. Otherwise please call the airline directly.
Seat Requests & Seat Changes
Select International Tours DOES NOT provide assistance with passenger’s seating
preferences or specific seat requests. Due to the large number of passengers we work with, we are unable to provide this service unless the request is due to a medical issue. In this case, we will request a seat with the airline but
cannot guarantee that the seat will be confirmed. Please understand that although requests are being made directly
with the airline, not every request is guaranteed or granted by the airline. If you would like to have a seat number
assigned, it is best to contact the airline directly upon receipt of your ticket confirmation # or change your seats
at the time of check-in at the airport prior to departure.
“Land Only” (not purchasing group air with Select International Tour Package:
We understand that some passengers may wish to purchase their own air transportation. Arranging transportation
on your own may give you the ability to use flight miles for your ticket, secure the seat you desire/require, or
deviate from the group. We offer land only prices on all our tours.
Airport transfers are not provided for passengers purchasing land only (not purchasing air with us) if arriving or
departing at any time different from the group. If you wish to enjoy the benefit of the group transfer, please be sure
you are at the airport at the same time as the group. On certain itineraries airport transfers, may be very costly as
the group may be traveling a far distance from the airport on the first or last day.
If the flight schedule you purchase arrives or departs at a time different from the group, it is your responsibility to
join the group either at the airport or at the first hotel.
If you register for the air and land package and convert to land only, a $ 100.00 service charge will be assessed
should the change be made within 90 days of departure.
Flight cancellations or delays:
In case your flight is cancelled or delayed please work with the airline directly at the airport to be rebooked on the
first available flight out. Once you know your new flight and time of arrival contact the emergency number provided in your travel documents to notify your guide of the delay. Your travel documents will contain an emergency
number and the guide’s phone. Any incurred costs are out of pocket and not included in the trip cost. The cost of
private transfers in case of delays are not covered as part of your trip cost. You may file a claim with your Travel
Protection Insurance company or with the airlines upon your return. Receipts will be required.

